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put on their honour they act bravely and wisely. Many of
them have genius. As writers they are not unknown. As
mechanics, clerks and petty officials there is no community m
India to equal them.
Recently they have organised a land-purchase scheme which
has more than the appearances of success. They have settled
numbers of the more agriculturally minded of their community
at a place called McCluskiegunge (named after the chief
initiator of the scheme, Mr. McCluskie) in an endeavour to
raise a breed of cultivators dealing on a co-operative basis
Much will depend on world prices as to whether this valorous
attempt to strike new economic roots into the soil of India is
to attain permanency or not, but as an indication of the
community's resource and adaptability it cannot be over/
estimated. Their political leader for many years has been Sir
Henry Gidney, a vigorous and undaunted personality who
has won many a battle for his brethren.
Although he is capable of much mental work, the physique
of the Anglo-Indian is relatively poor If he could get rid of
a certain weedmess of body and stimulate more powers of
determination he must win for himself a sure place in the new
India. Despite his disabilities he is happy, genial and frequently
witty. Within his own circle he exercises an expansive kind/
ness and sympathy, while out in the open paths of competition
he has displayed surprising initiative and common sense.
In self-organisation the community is weak. It often dis/
integrates on a petty squabble. The hard realism of the
unheroic beats it. Lead it in a crusade of exulting adventure
and it will follow with valorous enthusiasm, but do not ask it
to wait m monotonous watchfulness. I am not sure, however,
that this weakness is not the result of the community's unhappy
ostracisation. It is forced in upon itself and has few opportune
ties of a wholesome general intercourse outside its own tidal
limits. Social sourness comes to any human soil unless it is
allowed open and natural conditions. There are about 140,000
Anglo-Indians in India, but many have emigrated to Burma.